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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 2-3, 5-7 and 17 without prejudice or 
disclaimer of the claimed subject matter. Applicants reserve the 
right to represent these claims at the appropriate time in the 
event no claims are allowed. 

Please amend claims 1, 12-13, 16 and 18 as indicated in the 
following Listing of Claims . 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A household appliance for washing 
clothes or dishes having an addition unit for adding cleansing 
agent to a cleaning liquid, wherein the improvement comprises^ 

(a) a cleaning area for cleaning clothes or dishes; 

(b) a first wash liquid circuit for a wash liquid or a 
cleaning liquid; 

(c) a second wash liquid circuit for a portion of said wash 
liquid or for said cleaning liquid; 

(d) an addition unit (9) having a solid cleansing agent 
holding receptacle (24) connected by a pressure line (7) to a 
rinsing pump (2) to deliver a wash liquid to the solid cleansing 
holding receptacle (24) in the addition unit (9) wherein a solid 
cleansing agent is gradually dissolved in repeated a plurality of 
washing cycles and wherein in each of said repeated plurality of 
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washing cycles ef*d said wash liquid removes a part or the 
remainder of said cleansing agent disposed in said addition unit 
or until all of said solid cleansing agent io uood j_ 

(e) a rinsing pump (2) for circulating a portion of said 
wash liquid or for a cleaning liquid in said second wash liquid 
circuit; 

(f) a control unit programmed to open and close said second 
wash liquid circuit; and 

(g) a sensor for measuring a concentration of said cleansing 
agent in said apparatus and for providing data to said control 
unit to open and close said second wash liquid circuit . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously presented) The household appliance 
according to claim 1 wherein said rinsing pump is a circulation 
pump (2) for said addition unit (9) and for circulating the wash 
liquid in the operation of the household appliance. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 
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8. (Previously presented) The household appliance 
according to claim 1 further comprising an on-off valve (16) and 
a control unit (11) for a time-dependent switching of the on-off 
valve and a dispensing unit (12) for dispensing a partial 
quantity of the cleansing agent disposed in the addition unit 
(9) . 

9. (Previously presented) The household appliance 
according to claim 8 further comprising a flowmeter (15) for a 
quantity-dependent switching of the on-off valve (16) . 

10. (Previously presented) The household appliance 
according to claim 1 further comprising a dispensing unit (12) 
and a temperature sensor. 

11. (Previously presented) The household appliance 
according to claim 1 further comprising a dispensing unit (12) 
and a sensor (10) for determining the concentration of the 
cleansing agent. 

12. (Currently amended) The household appliance according 
to claim 11 wherein the sensor (10) is connected with in 
communication with the liquid exiting from the addition unit (9) 
to determine the concentration of the cleansing agent. 

13. (Currently amended) The household appliance according 
to claim 11 wherein the sensor (10) is connected to in 
communication with the wash liquid for measuring the 
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concentration of the cleansing agent in the household appliance 
during the cleaning process. 

14. (Previously presented) The household appliance 
according to claim 11 wherein the sensor (10) is a conductance 
sensor . 

15. (Previously presented) The household appliance 
according to claim 11 wherein the sensor (10) for determining the 
cleansing agent concentration also controls other functions of 
the household appliance. 

16. (Currently amended) An apparatus for washing dishes or 
clothes comprising : 

(a) a cleaning area for cleaning clothes or dishes; 

(b) a first wash liquid circuit; 

(c) a second wash liquid circuit; 

-fa-)- (d) an addition unit -HH- having a solid cleansing agent 
holding receptacle for holding a solid cleansing agent and adding 
the solid cleansing agent to a wash liquid gradually dissolved in 
repeated washing cycles in a household apparatus for gradually 
adding a cleaning agent — — to a washing liquid ; 

-ffefjej_ a pump for pumping said washing wash liquid in 

said first wash liquid circuit in said household apparatus ; 

4e-f ( f ) a bypass conduit providing a fluid connection to said 
second wash liquid circuit -ff^ — connecting said pump with for a 
partial flow of a wash liquid from said first wash liquid 
circuit, said wash liquid being a portion of said wash liquid in 
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said first wash liquid circuit or a liquid having a portion of 
dissolved cleansing agent, to said addition unit for removing all 
or part of said cleaning cleansing agent disposed in said 
addition unit with said waohing wash liquid; 

-feH — a mcaourcmcnt chamber — — to measure the concentration 
of said clcanoing agent in said waohing liquid; — attd- 

-fref (g) a control unit (11) programmed to open and close said 
conduit 7 second wash liquid circuit connecting said pump with 
said addition unit, ; and 

(h) a sensor for measuring a concentration of said cleansing 
agent in said apparatus and for providing data to said control 
unit to open and close said second wash liquid circuit. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently amended) A method of washing dishes or 
clothes in a household appliance comprising: 

(a) utilizing a solid cleansing agent that is gradually 
dissolved in repeated washing cycles in an addition unit; 

(b) pumping a wash liquid in a household appliance to 
clean clothes or dishes contained therein in a first wash liquid 
circuit ; 

(c) diverting a portion of said wash liquid in said 
first wash liquid circuit to a second wash liquid circuit in 
fluid connection with an addition unit to dissolve a portion of 
said solid cleansing agent as required ; 

(d) employing a sensor to measure concentration of said 
solid cleansing agent in said wash liquid; and 
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(e) having a control unit for controlling said step of 
diverting a portion of said wash liquid as required in response 
to said measure of said concentration of said solid cleansing 
agent in said wash liquid. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 18 wherein 
said control unit operates an on-off valve for said step of 
diverting a portion of said wash liquid. 


REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested in 
view of the constructive personal interview on October 3, 2007, 
as noted in the Interview Summary Form PTOL-413. The substance 
of that interview is filed concurrently herewith in a Statement 
of the Substance of the Interview. 

1 . Formal Matters 

The formal drawings filed on April 24, 2007, have been 
accepted . 

The amendment to claim 16 is fully supported by the 
specification as filed. Claim 16 has been clarified to conform 
to the embodiment exemplified in figure 1. Figure 1 demonstrates 
a cleaning area, a first wash circuit, a second wash circuit, a 
pump, a bypass conduit, a control unit and a sensor. Claim 1 has 
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